
 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, January 14, 2017 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday 

Confirmation Commissioning 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We Gather to Worship God 
 

Silent Meditation  “[Grace] is unearned love—the love that goes before, that 

greets us on the way.  It’s the help you receive when you 

have no bright ideas left, when you are empty and 

desperate and have discovered that your best electricity 

or juice or breeze that takes you from that isolated place 

and puts you with others who are as startled and 

embarrassed and eventually grateful as you are to be 

there.” 

--Anne Lamott,  

Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith 
 

Organ Prelude  "Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us,"  

Music by William B. Bradbury 

Arranged by Mark Hayes 

Rebecca Jones, Pianist 
 

Celebration of 

Community 

 

 Rev. Bob Livingston 

 

Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the row and 

back, providing the opportunity to greet one another by name. 
 

Choral Introit   
 

* Processional Hymn 
 

 “When Morning Gilds the Skies”                      Hymnal #86 

* Call to Worship  Betty Fowler 

One:  Let us worship God, the source of love and life, who 

welcomes us, is present with us, and claims us as his 

own. 

Robert K. Livingston                  Senior Minister 

Darcy A. Crain                        Associate Minister 

Change of Pace Worship Service:  9:00 a.m. 

Chapel Communion:  9:30 a.m. 

Traditional Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. 



All:  Let us worship God, who lives among us in the Spirit, 

bringing us comfort, compassion, forgiveness, and 

renewal. 
 

One:  Let us worship God, who promises to abide with us 

forever and ever. 
 

All:  To the one true God, be praise and thanksgiving in all 

times and places, through the grace of Jesus Christ! 
 

One:  Let us pray together in one voice. 
 

* Prayer of Invocation 

(in unison) 

 Gracious and compassionate God, as a loving presence 

you welcome us as we are, and where we are, and you 

come to us wherever we may be.  Thank you for your 

steadfast mercy and unfailing grace.  May your love 

touch us, and your acceptance hold us, as we journey 

through this life and as we gather for worship together 

this morning.  Let us find you as we seek you, through 

Jesus Christ, who taught us when praying to say… 
 

* Lord’s Prayer 

(in unison) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 
 

* Gloria Patri 

(in unison) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

Confirmation 

Commissioning 
 

 Rev. Darcy Crain 

Questioning of 

Students 

 

 

 Ryan Bentley Lila Harlock 

Sally Eggleston Mary-Grace Harlock 

Gabrielle Hackett Jane Haviland 

Natalie Hackett Zane Myler 
 

   



Prayer 

(in unison) 

 Holy God, you have created each one of us, blessed 

each one of us, and called us into discipleship and 

service.  We ask for your wisdom and guidance as these 

confirmands begin something new; as they study your 

word, ask difficult questions, and hunger for your 

presence.  Thank you for each unique student and for 

their mentors, we are honored to have them in our 

church family.  Amen. 
 

(Children are invited downstairs to church school following the unison prayer.) 
 

 

Give, Share, Rejoice 
 

Offertory Sentences and 

Offertory 
 

 Rev. Darcy Crain 

Anthem 

 

 “Like a Child I Wait”                                   Chancel Choir 

Keely Schramm 
 

* Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   

Amen. 
 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 

 Rev. Robert K. Livingston 
   

 

We Grow in Our Faith 
 

   

* Hymn of Preparation  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                           Hymnal #423 
 

Gospel Reading  Luke 15:12-32 (J.B. Phillips Translation) 

See text insert 
 

Sermon 
 

 “Forgiveness is Always Reckless” 

Rev. Bob Livingston 

 

Solo 
 

 “How Great Thou Art”             Bernard Patterson, soloist 



 

We Go Forth to Live and Serve 
 

   

* Recessional Hymn  “Part In Peace”                                                   Hymnal #78 
 

Charge and Benediction 
 

 Rev. Bob Livingston 

* Choral Benediction 
 

  

* Postlude  "Rigaudon"                                         Rebecca Jones, Organ 

Music by Andre Campra 

Arranged by Gustave Ferrari 
 

* Congregation Standing (Please feel free to remain seated if standing is difficult for 

you.) 
 

The First Congregational Church of Ann Arbor extends a cordial welcome and 

greeting to all who have joined us in this service of worship.  Please join us upstairs in 

Pilgrim Hall after the service for refreshments and friendship during our Friendship 

Hour. 

Like a Child I Wait 

 

Like a child I wait, for the promises to be fulfilled 

For Emmanuel to come, the completion of God’s will 

And so I trust Hist word, with a simple childlike faith 

Til our Savior has come, like a child I wait 

Emmanuel will come, He’s the Gift that Christmas brings 

That precious Prince of Peace, the glorious King of kings 

Our Emmanuel will come, and until that blessed day 

With a pure and open heart, like a child, like a child I wait 

Anticipation builds, for the Saviour to appear 

Fill our darkness with His light, give us hope to calm our fear 

Then we will know the joy, of a Savior we can touch 

Our Redeemer in the flesh, God Himself with us 

Emmanuel will come, He’s the Gift that Christmas brings 

That precious Prince of Peace, the glorious King of kings 

Our Emmanuel will come, and until that blessed day 

With a pure and open heart, like a child, like a child I wait 

I eagerly wait, like a child I wait 

 









Luke 15:12-32 (J.B. Phillips Translation) 

 Then [Jesus] continued, “Once there was a man who had two sons. The younger one 

said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the property that will come to me.’ So he 

divided up his property between the two of them. Before very long, the younger son 

collected all his belongings and went off to a foreign land, where he squandered his 

wealth in the wildest extravagance. And when he had run through all his money, a 

terrible famine arose in that country, and he began to feel the pinch. Then he went and 

hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country who sent him out into the fields 

to feed the pigs. He got to the point of longing to stuff himself with the food the pigs 

were eating and not a soul gave him anything. Then he came to his senses and cried 

aloud, ‘Why, dozens of my father’s hired men have got more food than they can eat and 

here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go back to my father, and I will say to him, 

“Father, I have done wrong in the sight of Heaven and in your eyes. I don’t deserve to 

be called your son any more. Please take me on as one of your hired men.”’ 

So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still some distance off, his father 

saw him and his heart went out to him, and he ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 

But his son said, ‘Father, I have done wrong in the sight of Heaven and in your eyes. I 

don’t deserve to be called your son any more ....’ ‘Hurry!’ called out his father to the 

servants, ‘fetch the best clothes and put them on him! Put a ring on his finger and shoes 

on his feet, and get that calf we’ve fattened and kill it, and we will have a feast and a 

celebration! For this is my son—I thought he was dead, and he’s alive again. I thought I 

had lost him, and he’s found!’ And they began to get the festivities going. 

“But his elder son was out in the fields, and as he came near the house, he heard music 

and dancing. So he called one of the servants across to him and enquired what was the 

meaning of it all. ‘Your brother has arrived, and your father has killed the calf we 

fattened because he has got him home again safe and sound,’ was the reply. But he was 

furious and refused to go inside the house. So his father came outside and called him. 

Then he burst out, ‘Look, how many years have I slaved for you and never disobeyed a 

single order of yours, and yet you have never given me so much as a young goat, so that 

I could give my friends a dinner? But when that son of yours arrives, who has spent all 

your money on prostitutes, for him you kill the calf we’ve fattened!’ But the father 

replied, ‘My dear son, you have been with me all the time and everything I have is yours. 

But we had to celebrate and show our joy. For this is your brother; I thought he was 

dead—and he’s alive. I thought he was lost—and he is found!’” 

 



How Great Thou Art 
 

O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,  
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made; 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,  
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 

 

When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,  
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 

When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur,  
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 

 

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 

 

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing,  
He bled and died to take away my sin. 

 

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 

 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,  
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 

Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,  
And then proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!" 

 

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 

Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 



Welcome! We are glad you joined us this Sunday and look forward to meeting and getting to know 
you.  Please join us after the 10 a.m. service for refreshments and friendship in the        
Pilgrim Hall lobby and library areas. Please visit our website at www.fccannarbor.org to 
learn more about our church.   
 

Sunday       
Worship 

During our programming year (September through May), we offer our contemporary 
Change of Pace worship service in Pilgrim Hall at 9:00 a.m.  There is a brief 15-minute 
communion service in our Douglas Memorial Chapel at 9:30 a.m.  Our more traditional 
worship service is in the sanctuary at 10 a.m., and is normally followed by refreshments 
and friendship in Pilgrim Hall. Assisted listening devices are available for services held 
in our sanctuary. 
 

Childcare and 
Church School 

Nursery care is available for children newborn to 4 years of age with screened and     
consistent childcare workers. If you’d like to keep your infant or child with you in      
worship, you are welcome to do so. Please feel free to move about during the service as 
needed.  Also, during the 10 a.m. service in our regular programming year, children and 
youth are invited to leave after our children’s circle and attend their church school      
classes. 
 

Luncheon 
Group 

These luncheon gatherings, hosted by Bob Livingston, meet monthly on the fourth    
Monday of each month (September through May). They are highly informal, with wel-
coming and wide-ranging conversations, with the hopeful   result of the nourishment of 
both the mind and body.  The luncheons are held at Knight’s Restaurant on 2324 Dexter 
Avenue in Ann Arbor.  Our next luncheon will be on January 22. 
 

Tuesday Night  
Series (TNS) 

Please join us for our 4-week series on World Religions.  We are looking at Islam,       
Hinduism, Judaism, and Buddhism.   Rev. Bob Livingston takes the lead with this group. 
We meet on Tuesday nights in the Mayflower Room of the church from 7-8:30 
p.m.  Please come and join us if you can!     
 

Text Breakfast We gather with Bob Livingston every Wednesday morning at 8:30 a.m. at the    Classic 
Cup Café (4389 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor) for lively discussion based on the upcoming 
Sunday’s scriptural text.  Our next breakfast is scheduled for January 17.  
 

Mind & Spirit 
Book Group 

The Mind and Spirit Book Group is a community of women of all ages. We meet on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month from 10:15-11:45 a.m. in the Mayflower Room. 
Please contact Gail Haynes at gehaynes@aol.com for additional information. 
 

20/40 Our 20-, 30-, and 40– somethings meet on Wednesday evenings.  Our next gathering will 
be January 10 in the meeting room at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Second  
Sunday 

Presentation 

Please join us this morning after the 10 a.m. service when the CIC will present James 
Peggs, MD, Clinical Professor Emeritus, Family Practice and Geriatric Medicine,         
University of Michigan, who is a member of Physicians for the Prevention of Gun        
Violence.  His presentation will not focus on gun control; this organization is committed 
to fostering a public health approach to gun violence, one which emphasizes prevention 
over punishment.  Their website has more information on this organization.  It should be 
an interesting and informative talk! 
 

Healing Space Join us this evening from 7-8 p.m. in the Mayflower Room.  "Renewal" will be the focus 
of the reflection and guided meditation. There will also be a time for prayer. Due to the 
illness of Myron Grant, we are appreciative that Carl Larrivee will be providing piano 
music.  

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ANN ARBOR 



STAFF 

608 E. William St., 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2420 
Office: (734) 662-1679 
Email: office@fccannarbor.org 

Senior Minister  Robert K. Livingston (ext. 554) 
Associate Minister  Darcy A. Crain (ext. 552) 

Minister Emeritus  Terry N. Smith 

Minister Emerita  Dorothy Lenz 
Interim Director of C.E.  Rachel Dudley (ext. 553) 

Director of Music  James C. Nissen (ext. 555) 

Music Worship Leader  Terry Farmer (ext. 557) 
Director of Music Emeritus  Willis Patterson 

Organist  Timothy L. Huth 

Organist Emerita  Marilyn Mason 
Pianist  Rebecca Jones 

Hand Chimes  Cindy Bylsma 

Bookkeeper  Nancy Sauve (ext. 560) 

Administrative Assistant  Renee Bovee (ext. 550) 
Wedding Coordinator  Betty Jahnke 

Custodian  Steffen Gelletly 

Sound/AV Techs  Russ Wilcox-Cline,  
  Brandon Bovee, 

   Greg Eggleston 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

TODAY IN CHURCH SCHOOL 

Infants and preschoolers are         
invited downstairs to church 
school before the service. 

Children (K-12) are invited to 
church school after children's 
circle. 

Jan. 14  Confirmation Commissioning 
 11:15 a.m. Second Sunday Presentation,  

Mayflower 
 7:00 p.m. Healing Space, Mayflower Room 
Jan. 15  MLK Day, FCC Office Closed 
Jan. 16 7:00 p.m. TNS, Mayflower Room 
Jan. 17 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 
 10:15 a.m. Mind and Spirit Book Group,  

Mayflower Room 
 6:30 p.m. 20/40 Group, Meeting Room 
Jan. 21 11:15 a.m. BOCE Meeting, Meeting Room 
 6:00 p.m. JH OWL, Meeting Room 
  JH OWL Parents Discussion,  

Mayflower Room 
Jan. 22 11:30 a.m. Knight’s Luncheon Group 
 1:30 p.m. Ruth Jones Memorial Service 
Jan. 23 7:00 p.m. TNS, Mayflower Room 
Jan. 24 8:30 a.m. 20/40 Group, Meeting Room 
Jan. 30 7:00 p.m. TNS, Mayflower Room 
Jan. 31 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast, Classic Cup Café 
 7:00 p.m. 20/40 Group, Trivia (Wolverine) 
Feb. 2 9:00 a.m. Warming Shelter Begins 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
9 a.m.—3p.m. through February 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

8:45 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 
Confirmation Commissioning 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

11:15 a.m. Second Sunday Presentation,  
Mayflower Room  

7:00 p.m. Healing Space, Mayflower Room  

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

8:45 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

11:00 a.m. BOCE Meeting, Meeting Room 

6:00 p.m. JH Owl Meeting, Meeting Room 

6:00 p.m. JH Owl Parent Meeting, Mayflower 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

8:45 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 

mailto:office@fccannarbor.org
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