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January, 2018 

Volume 12, Issue 1 

Congregational Courier 
THOUGHTS FROM BOB LIVINGSTON 

SENIOR MINISTER  

Dear Friends, 
 

Someone once said, “Beginning is half done!”  With Christmas now behind 
us, and with the New Year now before us, I hope your 2018 beginning is an         
intentional, joyful, and hopeful one…and a faithful one.  So often it is natural 
to just habitually move on and do all the things we have done before.  Let 
me suggest that it may be a helpful experience to pause for just a moment 
and look inward and upward before we make a start into 2018…both                   
organizationally as a church and individually as persons. 
 

Many years ago, a colleague of mine shared a verse with me that is an              
adaptation of a Howard Thurman poem which continues to invite me to       
contemplate God’s bigger picture before simply moving on.  Let me share it 
with you as part of your New Year (and post-Christmas) reflection. 
 

 And now the work of Christmas begins, 
 When the angels’ song can no longer be heard 
 When the manger is empty – the star is gone 
 When the shepherds are back on the hillside 
 And the Wise Men have returned to the East… 
 

 THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS BEGINS 
 TO FIND THE LOST, 
 TO HEAL THE BROKEN,  
 TO RELEASE THE PRISONER, 

TO REBUILD THE NATION, 
TO BRING PEACE AMONG THE PEOPLE,  
TO MAKE MUSIC IN THE HEART. 

 

THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS BEGINS FOR US. 
 

May your New Year be blessed! 
 

Affectionately, 
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DARCY CRAIN 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

 

 

 

 

“The Journey” 

 
In the busy weeks that 
led up to Christmas, I       
chiseled a little time 
away (Okay, okay, my 
friend bought tickets and 
told me I should make time 
for this!) to go to the       
Detroit Institute of Arts 
and see an exhibit on 
Monet and one entitled, 
“Church: A Painter’s 
Pilgrimage.” 
 

 

While I had studied impressionism and seen some 
of Monet’s prolific work, I knew nothing about 
Church. In fact, I half-expected the exhibit to be 
paintings of churches, not 
the work of an artist 
named Church. I was 
pleasantly surprised.       
 

Frederick Edwin Church 
was an American painter 
who, during the 1860s 
and 1870s,   travelled the 
world to paint landscapes 
of exotic places. He     
travelled to modern day 
Iraq, to South America, to 
Egypt, India, and Rome 
to name a few. There was 
one painting in particular that was featured in the   
exhibit called “Jerusalem from the Mount of      
Olives.” It is a view of the holy city, and it is 
breathtaking. One of the fascinating parts of this 
exhibit was that they showed you the artist’s    
process. He would sketch in pencil what he    
wanted to capture, then he would do an oil study; 
painting on paper no larger than an 8 1/2 x 11.    
Finally, when the studies had been sketched, and 
studied, and painted to his desire, he would      
produce the larger work on canvas.  

The Jerusalem piece had a number of different 
studies, many providing a different lens of the 
city. Some were of the view on a mountain      
looking down, others were looking at the back- 
side of the city from a valley, others from the side 
view from a higher topography. These were all 
documented before the artist settled his view from 
amidst the olive tree grove on a hillside looking 
down into the beautified temple and walled city of 
Jerusalem.  
 

All of his works have a pilgrimage theme to them. 
You can find a path through the landscapes. The 
path invites you to view the past, journey through 
the present, and usually ends in the future that is 
depicted by a warm light. The composition of this 
piece invited viewers to journey down from the 
olive trees, into the holy city, and then out again. 
The top third of the canvas was occupied by the 
sky; on the left it was shown as cloudy and       
suggestively ominous, and on the right, Church 
depicts warm sunlight and a sense of invitation.  
 

I spent a long 
time in front of 
this painting.      
Probably much 
longer than was          
desirable for the 
group of people 
waiting on me to 
finish what they 
were certain was 
the cooking of a 
sermon in my 
head.  

 
It reminded me 

of the choice we have in our lives, choice to live 
into the ominous or into the light. The choice God 
gave us in His gift of free will; choice to journey 
on our spiritual path. I marveled at the faith of the 
artist to see how the many cultural and religious 
architectural icons were incorporated as part of 
the journey, not as an oppositional choice to arrive 
at the light.  
 

Church began his traveling following the untimely 
death of two of his three children.    Heartbroken, 
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he, his wife, and his surviving child took off on a 
life pilgrimage that ended up giving him the   
content of his life’s work. He experienced the  
unspeakable, and he made the choice to journey 
through it. Based on his later works, it is obvious 
that Church managed to always see that the    
pilgrimage we take invites us into the light if we 
are willing to make the   journey.  
 

This 2018 may you be willing to make the          

pilgrimage. May you choose to walk consciously 

and purposefully with God, and as we do, may 

we be bathed in the light of Christ which marks 

the way, the end, and the reason for the journey.  
 

Peace, 

 

BRIAN CONNELLY 
MARKETING COMMITTEE 
 
“Good Time to Invite a Friend to FCC” 
 
With a brand-new year in place and many people 
making New Year’s resolutions, now may be an    
excellent time to invite a friend or two to join you 
at the Frist Congregational Church.  We have so 
much to offer—great music, inspiring messages, 
wonderful programs, fun church school lessons, 
and so much more—all in a beautiful and historic 
building.  So, go ahead and do it.  Invite someone 
special to come and tell us their story.  They’ll see 
that all are welcome and maybe find a spiritual 
home here. 

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES COMMITTEE 
 
Please join us on Sunday, January 14, when the 
CIC will present James Peggs, MD, Clinical        
Professor Emeritus, Family Practice and Geriatric 
Medicine, University of Michigan, who is a     
member of Physicians for the Prevention of Gun 
Violence.  His presentation will not focus on gun 
control; this organization is committed to fostering 
a public health approach to gun violence, one 
which emphasizes prevention over punishment.  
Their website (ppgv.org) has more information on 
this organization.  It should be an interesting and     
informative talk! 

“Mindfulness-Based Forgiveness Group Forming” 
 
In December, our Contemporary Issues presenter, Mariko Foulk, LMSW, talked about the healing and 
growth benefits possible through Mindfulness-Based Forgiveness and took us through some of the        
philosophy that makes it work.   For people considering pursuing further learning in this area, Mariko let 
us know that the Turner Senior Resource Center will host a Mindfulness-based Forgiveness Group for 
adults 60 and over starting in March, 2018.  People interested in being part of this small group can contact 
Mariko at (734) 764-2556 for more information and to schedule an interview in January or February to be 
part of the group. 
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RACHEL DUDLEY 

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 
“New Year Resolutions” 
 
What is your 2018 New Year’s 
resolution going to be? Are you 
going to set a goal to be the 
healthiest you, to get more 
sleep, to volunteer more, or to make more time to 
take care of yourself? The options are endless. Or 
are you a person who doesn’t set a resolution? 
 
I rarely would set a New Year resolution in the past 
but I think I will make a resolution this year. In 
2018, I want to intentionally pass on God’s       
blessings and not hoard them. I don’t consider   
myself a hoarder, but I do purchase food items that 
sit on the back of the cupboard shelf way past their 
expiration and have perfectly good clothes in the 
back of my closet that I haven’t worn in years. No 
matter whether it is time, compassion, food, or 
things, I have and hold on to more than I need. This 
year I want to bless those around me with what 
God has blessed me with. I don’t want to waste 
what could be a blessing. 
 
Will you join me in making 2018 a year that we use 
our resources wisely? Let’s be blessings to others as 
God continuously blesses us! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Coats 
 
Thank you to all who donated coats during the coat 
drive! We will still accept coats, hats, gloves, and 
scarves as the winter continues.  
 
Please let us know if you or someone you know 
needs a coat. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Thank you, volunteers!  
 
Did you know that our church has some of the 
most generous volunteers! I would like to give a 
huge shout out of gratitude to our church school 
teachers, substitute teachers, childcare workers, 
board of Christian education members, and parents 
who make we get to do possible. Please join me in 
telling them “Thank you!” when you see them.  
 
Additional volunteers are always welcome! Ask me 
how. 
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This picture of the church is from a postcard from 
the early 1900s which was found by a collector and 
given to FCC. It shows the church building before 
the addition of Douglas Chapel and Pilgrim Hall in 
the early 1950s. 
 
Building maintenance has always been a concern 
for the church. The 1926 annual report of the     
Trustees noted that there is a need for maintenance 
of the church interior where the walls were      
blackened and rain stained in places. A committee 
was appointed, made an efficient survey, and got 
an estimate of $8,000 for the work. When           
completed the cost was $8636.64 which included 
redecoration of the church interior, refinishing of 
woodwork, painting of outside wood, replacement 
of broken windows, replacement of floor covering 
and cushions, new lighting system, curtains and 
drapes, new pulpit, redecoration of the kitchen, and 
construction of a new and more convenient service 
entrance The Women’s Society contributed $300, 
the Trustees raised $2544 and noted they would 
“welcome advice as to what action they should take 
to raise the amount still due”. To help in looking at 
the cost of these major renovations it can be noted 
that the salary of Rev. Jump, the minister in 1923, 
was $5500 for the year. 
 

Our trustees are considering a Capital Campaign 
and want to know what members feel should be 
included as priority improvements if the campaign 
is approved. Several small group meetings are    
being held regarding areas such as kitchens, music, 
staff, Council and Trustees. There will be four    
congregation meetings over the next four months 
after the 11 a.m. service. We hope you can           
participate in all of them. Each is geared to a       
specific piece of information and feedback. 
 

 January 21st:  Architect, Sarah Haselschwardt, 
will share what information has been gathered 
to date and seek additional input regarding   
improvements to specific problem areas of FCC.  

 

 February 18th:  Member and chair of the Capital 
Campaign Committee, Dan Jacobs will offer a        
presentation explaining why we are considering 
a capital campaign to make some of the           
architect’s recommended improvements and 
upgrades.  

               

 March 11th:  The architect will present the initial 
concepts of components that could be included 
in the campaign.  The congregation will have 
the opportunity to actually see and provide   
input on  proposed improvements to FCC.  

               

 April 15th:  An informative presentation will be 
given on what specific  improvements the     
congregation will be asked to vote on at       
member meeting on April 29.   

 

If the campaign is approved, work would occur 
during summers of 2019, 2020, and 2021. We        
believe this might be the right time as it would be 
great to have the church ready for its 175th            
anniversary in 2022.  

HISTORIAN’S CORNER 

BETTY BISHOP, CHURCH HISTORIAN 

Our Mission:  We are a beacon of God’s love, hope, and Christian Freedom. 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

PAM DABBS 

We ended the year on a most happy note!  The 
Christmas Wish Tree this year was the most       
successful we have ever had!  The reason is we had 
120 gifts donated and only had two gifts not turned 
in on time.  Usually, we have to make reminder 
calls to get all the gifts ready to go...but not this 
year!  To all of you who participated in this      
wonderful event of giving, we give you thanks and 
want you to know how proud all of our M&O   
committee members are to be a part of this           
congregation!  You always show, through your    
actions, how truly you live your faith...Thank you 
doesn't even begin to express our gratitude. 
 
On another topic, we want you all to know how we 
are giving out grants this year. In the past we have 
given out at least 25 grants through a process of   
organizations completing grant applications. After 
years and years of doing this, we have decided to 
downsize. We are holding some money aside each 
year in a "Life Happens" fund to enable us to       
respond to disasters in the country/world or to use 
for important purpose that arises in our city or   
congregation.  The rest of the money will be given 
out in grants to seven organizations. Each grantee 
will be allotted more funds than in previous 
years.  We have decided to use a theme each year 
to determine whom we will choose to receive 
grants. This year's theme is, “Nourishing Our 

Neighbors." We will focus on organizations 
throughout the community who need extra        
support in providing food for their clients.   
 
Normally, we have a Community Festival each 
year where all the organizations we give grants to 
come together on a specific Sunday to set up       
displays in Pilgrim Hall after church. This year, 
once a month for seven months, we will have      
Mission Moments before each church service.  Each 
organization will give a brief two minute       
presentation about their organization and their use 
of our grant money.  They will be available for 
questions and can give you information about    
volunteer opportunities during the friendship time 
after church.  We are very excited about doing our 
grant work in this new way and hope you enjoy 
getting to know these organizations as the year 
progresses. As always, our grants are made         
possible through your generous pledge              
commitments. We hope you know how important 
those pledges are and how much our support is   
appreciated by the whole community! 
 
On a last high note, we want to wish you a        
wonderful year ahead as an FCC member.  Thank 
you for your continuous kind and thoughtful    
generosity! 

-M&O Committee 

Healing Space:   
Where music, meditation, and prayer meet 
 

Join us on Sunday, January 14 from 7-8 p.m. in the Mayflower Room 
when we feature music by acoustic guitarist Myron Grant of Treetown 
Swingette, The Cellar Cats, Big Fun and Playin’ Chicken.  He will be   
offering meditative music with acoustic guitar and vocals.  “Renewal” 
will be the focus of the reflection and guided meditation.  There will also 
be a time for prayer.  
 

   This new service meets the 2nd Sunday of each 
   month from 7-8 p.m.  If you need further information, 
   please contact Gail Haynes or Liz Larrivee.   
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

MIKE DABBS 

TREASURER COMMENTS: 
A. Revenue including pledges appear to be in line with the budget for the first five month of this fiscal 

year (July 2017 – June 2018). 
B. All major expense categories are under budget. 
C. Peter Sandretto and the Building and Grounds Committee have managed to keep the needed capital 

expenses within the budget so far this year. 
D. We’ve had to draw nearly half of our fiscal year’s trust funds’ distribution, which we believe may due 

to a change in timing as a result of our fiscal year. Hopefully, payment of pledges and end of year gifts 
will minimize the need for further distributions until later in this fiscal year. This will be monitored. 

E. We have made the first two monthly payments on our $950,000 mortgage, which has reduced the    
principal due by nearly $5,000. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE AT A GLANCE 
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Small groups—Knight’s Lunch Club 
 

Please join us on the FOURTH Monday of the month for monthly lunch get-togethers with Bob Livingston 

and other FCC friends.  This month, we are meeting on January 22 at 11:30 a.m. at Knight’s on Dexter   

Avenue. Our lunch gatherings are highly informal and lots of fun, with welcoming and wide-ranging  

conversations.  Everyone is welcome!  We hope you can join us! 

Small groups—Text Breakfast 

We gather informally with senior minister Bob Livingston every Wednesday morning at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Classic Cup Café (4389 Jackson Road) for lively discussion.  We discuss the scripture for the upcoming 
Sunday sermon, sharing our understanding, insights, and our questions.  We wrap up our morning 
about 10 a.m.  We look forward to seeing you on Wednesdays!  Please join us. 

Small groups—Tuesday Night Series (TNS) 

Please join us beginning January 9, for a 4-week series on World Religions.  We will be looking at Hindu-

ism, Islam, Judaism, and Buddhism.   Rev. Bob Livingston takes the lead with this group. We meet on 

Tuesday nights in the Mayflower Room of the church from 7-8:30 p.m.  Please come and join us if you 

can!     
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Small groups—Circle of Friends 
 

The Circle of Friends met on Sunday, December 10th to distribute gifts which will be given to our 

friends.  One of our friends, Jerry Baker, died recently.  The group discussed the occasions when special 

help may be needed for a friend.  Mary Ann will look into whether prepared meals made at the church by 

members and then frozen will once again be available when there is a need.  Members of the group would 

be willing to help make the meals.  Sara Eggleston gave an informative talk at the November meeting on 

how to make certain a wheelchair is the appropriate fit for a person who is confined to one for most of 

their waking hours.  There will be no meeting in January.  We hope to schedule a luncheon at Cottage Inn 

in February. The luncheon has become a tradition that all of us have enjoyed. New members are always 

welcome.  Please call Mary Ann Marquardt if you are interested at 313-303-1989.  You may also contact 

Mary Ann if you know of someone who has been ill and needs company or a meal at home or is now in a 

nursing home.  Many of our friends are those people who have been active in the church but are now    

unable to attend services.   

    Small groups—20/40 Group 
 

We are a group of people in our 20s through 40s who are interested in trekking through the terrain of 

young adulthood, relationships, parenting, grad school, and more in a faithful community setting.  We are 

single, married, and parents, and we have a blast together. 

 

We gather at church Wednesdays from 6:320-8 p.m.  Childcare is provided.  On the last Wednesday of 

each month we meet at Wolverine Tap Room (2019 W. Stadium Blvd.) for trivia from 7-9 p.m. Questions? 

Please contact Darcy Crain. 

Small groups—Mind and Spirit Book Group 

The Mind and Spirit book Group is a community of women of all ages.  We enjoy reading and sharing 
our life stories as a means of personal and spiritual growth.  We meet on the first and third Wednesdays 
of each month from 10:15-11:45 a.m. in the Mayflower Room.  We begin 2018 by reading “Living Bud-
dha, Living Christ” by Thich Nhat Hahn.  Please bring your own copy of the book.  For further infor-
mation, please contact Gail Haynes at gehaynes@aol.com. 

FCC Vision Statement:  We strive to be a joyous spiritual home, welcoming 

and valuing all people, embracing God’s word and enriching lives. 
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608 E. William Street 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

(734) 662-1769 

FCC Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 

9 a.m.—3 p.m. 

Robert Livingston 
Senior Minister 

734-926-0554 
bob@fccannarbor.org 

 
Darcy Crain 

Associate Minister 
734-926-0552 

darcy@fccannarbor.org 
 

Rachel Dudley 
Interim Director of CE 

734-926-0553 
rachel@fccannarbor.org 

 
Nancy Sauve 
Bookkeeper 
734-926-0560 

nancy@fccannarbor.org 
 

Renee Bovee 
Administrative Asst. 

734-926-0550 
renee@fccannarbor.org 

 

Whatever Your 

Story, You’re 

Welcome Here 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 

8:30 a.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
8:45 a.m. Continental Breakfast, Pilgrim Hall 
9:00 a.m. Change of Pace Service, Pilgrim Hall 
9:30 a.m. Communion Service, Douglas Memorial Chapel 
10:00 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary 
  (Church School during 10:00 a.m. worship service) 
11:00 a.m. Friendship Hour, Pilgrim Hall 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
JANUARY 2018 CALENDAR 

January 3 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 10:15 a.m. Mind and Spirit Book Group, Mayflower 

January 7 9:00 a.m. Change of Pace with Communion, Pilgrim Hall 

 9:30 a.m. NO CHAPEL COMMUNION 

 10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Communion, Sanctuary 

 11:00 a.m. Church UN-decorating 

January 8 6:15 p.m. Trustees Meeting 

January 9 7:00 p.m. TNS, Mayflower Room 

January 10 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 12:30 p.m. Marketing Meeting, Mayflower Room 

 6:30 p.m. 20/40 Group, Meeting Room 

January 11 5:00 p.m. Capital Campaign Pre-Campaign Meeting 

January 13 7:00 p.m. Confirmation Overnight Retreat, all FCC 

January 14  Confirmation Commissioning 

 11:15 a.m. Second Sunday Presentation, Mayflower 

 7:00 p.m. Healing Space, Mayflower Room 

January 15  MLK Day, FCC Office Closed 

 7:00 p.m. Church Council, Mayflower Room 

January 16 7:00 p.m. TNS, Mayflower Room 

January 17 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 10:15 a.m. Mind and Spirit Book Group, Mayflower Room 

 6:30 p.m. 20/40 Group, Meeting Room 

January 21 11:15 a.m. BOCE Meeting, Meeting Room 

 6:00 p.m. JH OWL, Meeting Room 

  JH OWL Parents Discussion, Mayflower Room 

January 22 11:30 a.m. Knight’s Luncheon Group (Knight’s) 

January 23 7:00 p.m. TNS, Mayflower Room 

January 24 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 6:30 p.m. 20/40 Group, Meeting Room 

January 30 7:00 p.m. TNS, Mayflower Room 

January 31 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 7:00 p.m. 20/40 Trivia Night (Wolverine Tap) 


