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We Gather to Worship God 
 

   

Silent Meditation  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 

gentle and humble in heart: and you will find rest for 

your souls.”                                              -Matthew 11:29 
 

Prelude 

 
 

 Elegy, Scherzetto from 3 Pieces Organ 

William Walton (1902-1983) 

Dr. Timothy L. Huth, organist 

 

Celebration of Community 
 

 Rev. Darcy A. Crain 

Choral Introit 
 

  

* Processional Hymn 
 

 “God is Here! As We Your People”           Hymnal #70 

* Call to Worship  Russ Wilcox-Cline 

One: 
 

 Come, all who need help! 
 

All: 
 

 Our help comes from God, the one who made 

Heaven and Earth. 
 

One: 
 

 Come, all who desire blessings! 
 

All: 
 

 Our blessing comes from God, the God of Abraham, 

the God of the ages. 
 

One: 
 

 Let us worship God together.  Let us pray. 

All: 

 

 Our salvation comes from Jesus Christ, the one set 

by God to save the world. 

 

Robert K. Livingston           Senior Minister 

Darcy A. Crain                 Associate Minister 

Change of Pace Worship Service:  9:00 a.m. 

Chapel Communion:  9:30 a.m. 

Traditional Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. 



* Prayer of Invocation  God of salvation you shower our lives and our world 

with love, yet we too often turn away from your 

blessing. It is so easy to complain, there are little 

annoyances each day, but they pile up into a 

mountainous burden. Free us from our unwise 

choices, O God. When we are distracted and 

confused, redirect our attention to the abundant 

opportunities to experience your love. During this 

blessed journey focus our hearts on you, we pray in 

Jesus’ name, saying together… 
 

* Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever.   

Amen. 
 

* Gloria Patri  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. Amen. 
 

Children’s Circle 
 

 Rev. Robert K. Livingston 

(Children are invited downstairs to church school following children’s circle) 
 

 

 

Give, Share, Rejoice 
 

   

Offertory Sentences 

and Offertory 
 

 Rev. Robert K. Livingston 

Choral Anthem 
 

 “How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place” 

Dr. James Nisson, Director of Music 
 

 



“How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place” 
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

Rebecca Jones, piano accompanist 
 

 How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty! 

 

 My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 

 

 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may have her young— a place near your altar, 

O LORD Almighty, my King and my God. 

 

 Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. 
 

 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage. 

 

 As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a place of springs; 

the autumn rains also cover it with pools.  

 

 They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion. 

 

 Hear my prayer, O LORD God Almighty; listen to me, O God of Jacob. 
 

 Look upon our shield, O God; look with favor on your anointed one. 

 

Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 

 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor; 

no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless. 

 

 O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you. 

 

* Doxology 

 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

* Prayer of Dedication                                               Rev. Robert K. Livingston 

  

 



 

We Grow in Our Faith 
 

   

* Hymn of Preparation  “Grant us Wisdom to Perceive you”       Hymnal #510 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

 Matthew 5:5 (the MSG)                             See Text Insert   

Sermon 
 

 “The Blessed Journey:  The Meek” 

Rev. Darcy A. Crain 
 

Solo 

 

 “The  Beatitudes”                     Bernard Patterson, soloist 

Rebecca Jones, piano accompanist 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

 Rev. Robert K. Livingston 

 

Choral Response 
 

  
 

 

We Go Forth to Live and Serve 
 

   

* Recessional Hymn  “God’s Eye Is on the Sparrow”                Hymnal #475 
 

Charge and  

Benediction 
 

 Rev. Robert K. Livingston 

Choral Benediction 
 

 God Be With You  
 

(The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing the choral benediction) 
 

 “God Be With You” 

  

God be with you till we meet again; By his counsels guide, uphold you; 

With his sheep securely fold you. God be with you till we meet again 

 

Till we meet, till we meet, Till we meet at Jesus’ feet, 

Till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again. 

 

God be with you till we meet again; When life’s perils thick confound you, 

Put his arms unfailing round you. God be with you till we meet again. 

 

Till we meet, till we meet, Till we meet at Jesus’ feet, 

Till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again.  



* Postlude  “March” 

William Walton (1902-1983) 

Dr. Timothy L. Huth, organist 
 

* Congregation Standing  

(Please feel free to remain seated if standing is difficult for you.) 

 

The flowers on the communion table are given to the glory of God by Jim and Betty 

Fowler with gratitude for all blessings received. 

 

The postlude music is the concluding part of worship.  Following the service, please 

join us upstairs in Pilgrim Hall for refreshments and fellowship during Friendship 

Hour! 

 

“The Beatitudes” 

By Don Woods 

Bernard Patterson, soloist 

Rebecca Jones, piano accompanist 

 

And  seeing the multitudes, 

He went up into a mountain, 

And when He was set, 

His disciples came until Him, 

And He opened His mouth, 

And taught them saying 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, theirs is the 

Kingdom of Heav’n; 

Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted; 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 

filled, for they shall be filled; 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy; 

Blessed are the pure in hear, for they shall see God; 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God; 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the 

Kingdom of God; 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heav’n; Rejoice and be 

exceeding glad, for great is thy reward in Heav’n. 



 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 

 
 

When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. Those 

who were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. Arriving at a 

quiet place, he sat down and taught his climbing companions. This is what he said: 

 

“You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more 

of God and his rule.  
 

 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can 

you be embraced by the One most dear to you.  
 

 “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no less. 

That’s the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be 

bought.  
 

 “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and 

drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat. 
 

“You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find 

yourselves cared for.  
 

 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put 

right. Then you can see God in the outside world.  
 

 “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete 

or fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s 

family.  
 

 “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The 

persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom.   

“Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or 

throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means is that the 

truth is too close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can be glad when 

that happens—give a cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, I do! And all 

heaven applauds. And know that you are in good company. My prophets and 

witnesses have always gotten into this kind of trouble. 











Welcome! We are glad you joined us this Sunday and look forward to meeting and getting 

to know you.  Please join us after the 10 a.m. service for refreshments and     

friendship upstairs in Pilgrim Hall. Please don’t forget to visit our website at 

www.fccannarbor.org to learn more about our church.   
 

Sunday      
Worship 

During our programming year (September through May), we offer our              

contemporary Change of Pace worship service in Pilgrim Hall at 9:00 a.m.  There 

is a brief 15-minute communion service in our Douglas Memorial Chapel at 9:30 

a.m.  Our more traditional worship service is in the sanctuary at 10 a.m., and is 

normally followed by refreshments and friendship in Pilgrim Hall. 
 

Childcare and 
Church School 

Nursery care is available for children newborn to 2 years of age with screened 

and consistent childcare workers. If you’d like to keep your infant or child with 

you in worship, you are more than welcome to do so. Please feel free to move 

about during the service as is needed.  Also, during the regular program year, 

children and youth are invited to leave after our children’s circle and attend their 

church school classes. 
 

Healing Space Where music, meditation, and prayer meet.   A monthly meditation service is 

held on the 2nd Sunday of each month from 7-8 p.m. in Pilgrim Hall.  Each session 

includes music, both silent and guided meditations, a teaching moment of a    

spiritual practice, and a time for group prayer.  Please join us on October 8. 
 

Luncheon Group These luncheon gatherings, hosted by Bob Livingston, meet monthly on the 

fourth Monday of each month (September through May). They are highly         

informal, with welcoming and wide-ranging conversations, with the hopeful      

result of the nourishment of both the mind and body.  The luncheons are held at 

Knight’s Restaurant on 2324 Dexter Avenue in Ann Arbor.  Our next luncheon 

will be September 25. 
 

Tuesday Night 
Series (TNS) 

At TNS, we view and discuss a variety of relevant and interesting theological   

issues.  We begin our fall series of discussions on Tuesday, September 26.  This    

6-week series is based on lectures by popular, fascinating, and renowned Bishop 

John Shelby Spong.  We meet on Tuesday nights in the Mayflower Room from     

7-8:30 a.m.  Please come and join us. 
 

Text Breakfast We gather with Bob Livingston every Wednesday morning at 8:30 a.m. at the 

Classic Cup Café (4389 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor) for lively discussion.  Our next 

breakfast is scheduled for September 27 where we will continue discussing our 

sermon series, “The Blessed Journey,” reading from Matthew 5:1-12. 
 

Mind & Spirit 
Book Group 

The Mind and Spirit Book Group is a community of women of all ages. We meet 

on the first and third Wednesdays of each month from 10:15-11:45 a.m. in the 

Mayflower Room. On October 4, we'll continue discussing Seeking Allah, Finding 

Jesus by Nabeel Qureshi.  

For further information please contact Janet Chen at a2janetchen@gmail.com. 

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ANN ARBOR 
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20/40 Our 20-, 30-, and 40– somethings meet on Wednesday evenings.  Our first study 

this year is from the UCC “A Listen Up Bible Study” where we will explore       

Ecclesiastes, a four part series that will conclude on October 11.  Our next        

gathering will be September 27 at Wolverine Tap for Pub Trivia.  Child care is not 

provided. 
 

Disaster 
 Relief 

The Mission and Outreach Committee initiated a campaign for hurricane relief 
after Hurricane Harvey devastated Texas.  When we began that campaign, we 
designated September 22nd as our cutoff for donations.  Throughout this        
campaign, parts of the Caribbean and southern United States have been           
devastated by two more hurricanes, each as catastrophic as Harvey.  Sadly, we 
now add to these disasters with the devastating earthquake in Mexico.  In light of 
the additional natural disasters, we have extended the deadline for donations  
until Sunday, October 1, a fitting day as it is World Communion Sunday.           
Additionally, the committee continues to discuss the most appropriate disaster 
relief agency to send funds through.  We are exploring options that include       
donation matching and agencies that are on the ground in the areas hit            
hardest.  We want to make sure every dollar you so generously give is stretched 
as far as possible making the largest impact we can.  The Mission and Outreach 
Committee has set aside another $1,000 for this effort, bringing our total so far to 
$4,992. 
 
Hopefully, many of you will feel inspired to consider making a donation of any 
amount to our FCC fund. Write a check to FCC, put Disaster Relief on the memo 
line and mail to the church or put it in the offering plate this or next Sunday. 
 

Second Sunday A presentation on Interfaith Peacemaking in a World of Fear and  Hostility will 
be the first Contemporary Issues Second Sunday presentation for 2017-2018. 
George  Lambrides is the presenter. 
 

While conflict has always been part of the human condition, today’s political and 
social climate seem to illustrate just how prone we are to “not get along”, In this 
context, do people of faith and faith traditions have a significant role in         
peacemaking? Rev. Lambrides will draw from his leadership in the Interfaith 
Round Table and from his knowledge of peacemaking efforts around the world 
to discuss these issues both at a personal and national level.   
 

The presentation will be at 11:10am-12:00pm on Sunday October 8th in the     
Mayflower room. 
 

Rev. George Lambrides has been the Executive Director (now co-director) of the 
Interfaith Table of Washtenaw County since 1998. The IRT is a local organization 
of 30 religious congregations representing fifteen faith traditions whose mission 
is to help create a culture of understanding and inclusion. His career has also    
included work as an American Baptist minister since 1967 and a Protestant   
Chaplain for the University of Michigan Health System from 1997-2008 with an 
emphasis on palliative care. He his a graduate of Houghton College , N.Y, and 
has masters degrees from the Denver Seminary and the University of Oregon. 



THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ANN ARBOR 

Junior and   
Senior High 

Parent Meeting 

Please join us in the Mayflower Room after the service today for a special parent 

meeting where we will discuss the Our Whole Lives (OWL) curriculum that we 

use for junior and high school instruction. 

 

Junior High 
Game Night 

Middle school students are invited to join us at the church from 6-8 p.m. on     

Sunday, October 1.  We will have an evening of pizza, fun, and games including 

our old favorites - Capture the Flag and Sardines!  Please RSVP to Rachel by 

Wednesday, September 27.  rachel@fccannarbor.org 

 

Family        
Worship     

Sunday & 
Third Grade 

Bibles 

To celebrate World Communion Sunday, all students will remain in the           
sanctuary with their families to participate in family worship.  Childcare for 
nursery age children will still be provided during the worship service.  This is  
also a very special Sunday, because our third graders will be presented with their 
Bibles.  The presentation will be during the children’s circle portion of the 10 a.m. 
service.   
 

SAVE THE 
DATE 

Those who participated in last year’s family pumpkin patch outing had such a 
great time, we’ve been asked to offer this fun fall event again.  October 21 is the 
date we have selected for our outing, but the location and time have not been    
determined.  Please watch for future communications for more information! 
 

Healing Space 
October 8 

A monthly meditation service is held on the 2nd Sunday of each month from 7-8 

pm in Pilgrim Hall.  Each session will include music, both silent and guided   

meditations, a teaching moment of a spiritual practice and a time for group     

prayer.   



COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Crop Walk Join the 43rd Annual Washtenaw/Ann Arbor CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday   
afternoon, October 15, 2017, at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1400 West Stadium 
Boulevard, Ann Arbor.  Register from 1 pm; the 2k or 10k walks start with a      
service at 2 pm.  
 

We walk to help the hungry, locally in Washtenaw County and seas.  In 2017,    
Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice Church World Service are stressing the 
needs of refugees.  Many small gifts make a big difference. 
 

FCC CROP Walk leader Mary Mostaghim will be collecting donations and/or 
signing interested members to walk this year after the 10:00 Service in Pilgrim 
Hall starting September 17 through October 15. To donate non-perishable food 
items for local food pantries, bring them to the area near the rear entry of the 
Church during this same period.  You can donate to this year's CROP Hunger 
Walk or register to walk through our church team's CROP Walk-Ann Arbor page 
on-line.  Our team name is First Congregational Church.  Use this year's 
URL:  crophungerwalk.org/annarbormi/FCC to donate to our church team.  FCC 
member Suzanne Price is our on-line team leader.  Our fundraising goal is 
$1500.  Please help us make this year's goal as you so generously did in 2016! 
 

If you have questions about this year's walk or how to donate, please contact 
Mary Mostaghim by email at marymosta@yahoo.com, phone 734-761-5895; or  
Suzanne Price at sunshinespecialstudio@gmail.com or by phone at 734-665-6833. 
 

Join us at the First Congregational Church of Ann Arbor for this spine-tingling adaptation of Henry 
James' famous ghost story. Jeffrey Hatcher's script guides two actors through this tale involving an 
isolated Victorian manor house, a benevolent-but-stern benefactor, an impressionable governess, 
two children, a kindly housekeeper, and--maybe--some ghosts. It's Halloween perfection, and it's 
just 70 minutes from start to finish. Don't miss this perfect ending to our 2017 season! For groups of 
10+    people, tickets are just $10! Door tickets will be $15, so advance tickets are recommended!  
Appropriate for ages 13+.  

http://crophungerwalk.org/annarbormi/FCC
mailto:marymosta@yahoo.com
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STAFF 

Senior Minister  Robert K. Livingston (ext. 554) 
Associate Minister  Darcy A. Crain (ext. 552) 
Minister Emeritus  Terry N. Smith 
Minister Emerita  Dorothy Lenz 
Interim Director of C.E.  Rachel Dudley (ext. 553) 
Director of Music  James C. Nissen (ext. 555) 
Music Worship Leader  Terry Farmer (ext. 557) 
Director of Music Emeritus  Willis Patterson 
Organist  Timothy L. Huth 
Organist Emerita  Marilyn Mason 
Pianist  Rebecca Jones 
Chapel Organist  Katherine Johnson 
Hand Chimes  Cindy Bylsma 
Bookkeeper  Nancy Sauve (ext. 560) 
Administrative Assistant  Renee Bovee (ext. 550) 
Wedding Coordinator  Betty Jahnke 
Custodian  Steffen Gelletly 
Sound/AV Techs  Russ Wilcox-Cline,  
  Brandon Bovee, 

 Greg Eggleston 

608 E. William St., 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2420 
Office: (734) 662-1679 
Email: office@fccannarbor.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

TODAY IN CHURCH SCHOOL 

Infants and preschoolers are invited downstairs to 
church school before the service. 

Children (K-12) are invited to go 
downstairs for church school      
following children’s circle.   

Sept. 25 11:30 a.m. Knights Luncheon Club 

Sept. 26 7:00 p.m. TNS (Mayflower Room) 

Sept. 27 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 7:00 p.m. 20/40 Trivia Night (Wolverine) 

Oct. 1 Third Grade Bibles (Traditional Worship) 

 World Communion Sunday (No Chapel) 

 1:00 p.m. Dennis Nagle Memorial Service 

Oct. 3 7: 00 p.m. TNS (Mayflower Room) 

Oct. 4 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 6:30 p.m. 20/40 (Meeting Room) 

Oct. 5-7 6:30 p.m. Penny Seats Theater (Sanctuary) 

Oct. 8 9:00 a.m. Circle of Friends Brunch 

 11:00 a.m. 2nd Sunday Presentation 

 7:00 p.m. Healing Space (Pilgrim Hall) 

Oct. 9 6:15 p.m. Trustees Meeting 

Oct. 10 7:00 p.m. TNS (Mayflower Room) 

Oct. 11 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 6:30 p.m. 20/40 (Meeting Room) 

Oct. 12-14 6:30 p.m. Penny Seats Theater (Sanctuary) 

Oct. 15 9:00 a.m. Special Animal Blessings 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

11:00 a.m. Parent Meeting for OWL, Mayflower 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1 

3RD GRADE BIBLES 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

FAMILY WORSHIP SUNDAY 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 

9:30 a.m. No Chapel Communion 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 
(Communion served) 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

1:00 p.m. Dennis Nagle Memorial Service 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 a.m. Circle of Friends Brunch, Mayflower 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 
Special Animal Blessings 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

11:15 a.m. Second Sunday Presentation 

7:00 p.m. Healing Space (Pilgrim Hall) 
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